
If a student chooses not to follow the rules below, you will not be allowed 
to participate in lab activities. You will do an alternative assignment,     

assigned by the lab teacher.  
To make sure that your laboratory experience is both exciting and safe, 

follow the general guidelines listed below: 
 
 
Be respectful, follow your teacher's instructions, and don't take    
shortcuts. 
 
Always get your teacher's permission before attempting any laboratory 
investigation.  
 
Read the procedures carefully, paying attention to safety information 
and cautionary statements. 
 
As a responsible citizen, be aware of the location of and the procedure 
for using the nearest fire alarms, fire-evacuation routes and any other 
safety equipment, such as fire blankets and eyewash fountains. 
 
Never work alone in the laboratory. 
 
Walk with care and keep your work area free from all unnecessary   
clutter.  
 
Dress appropriately on lab day, tie back long hair, remove dangling    
jewelry and wear closed-toed shoes or sandals in the laboratory.  
 



Wear approved safety goggles when working with or around chemicals, 
any mechanical device, or any type of flame or heating device. If any 
substance gets in your eyes or spills or your skin or clothes, rinse it 
immediately with water and have someone notify your teacher.  
 
Be trustworthy and never touch, taste, smell or mix any chemicals 
unless your teacher instructs you do so.  
 
Handle plants and animals carefully and wash your hands afterwards. 
Always treat animals with care and respect. 
 
While using electrical equipment, be careful about the wiring, hanging 
and damaged cords. Be sure your hands are dry and the electrical 
equipment is turned off before plugging it into the outlet. Turn off all 
equipment when you are finished using it. 
 
Be a responsible and careful scientist by examining glassware to make 
sure that it is clean and is free of chips and cracks. Report damaged 
glassware to your teacher. 
 
CLEANUP: Clean your work area before leaving! Follow your teacher's 
directions for washing, unplugging and putting away the equipment. 
Wash hands with soap and water after working in the laboratory. 
 
Stay, work and talk to your own group. Don't leave your group and 
work area unless instructed by the teacher. Do not sit on counters or 
tables.  
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