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GULF OIL SPILL: TEACHER AND STUDENT RESOURCES 
The following material was compiled by the Office of Environmental Education (OEE) of the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection for formal and non-formal educators. The list focuses primarily on resources relevant to 

educators and students (primarily K-12), but it is not a comprehensive list of resources. While care has been taken 

to review most of the material presented, teachers should use their best judgement and discretion in the selection 

of materials for use with their students (especially links leading off of the main pages identified below). The OEE 

would like to thank the educators from around the Gulf who contributed links and resources. Additional items may 

be submitted to Greg Ira at Greg.Ira@dep.state.fl.us and for inclusion in future updates of the list.  

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES FOR TEACHERS AND STUDENTS 
Caution: Oil is a hazardous substance and teachers should avoid conducting field or classroom labs with it. Also, 

please keep in mind safety (see National Science Teachers Association NSTA Position Statement on Lab Safety) and 

ethical (see NSTA Position Statement on the Responsible use of Live Animals) considerations when conducting any 

experiments related to issues such as the Gulf Oil Spill.  

1. BRIDGE Oil Spill Resources (NOAA Sea Grant and NMEA): 

http://www2.vims.edu/bridge/search/bridge1output_menu.cfm?q=spill 

2. NOAA Office of Response and Restoration—oil spill resources for teachers and students: 

http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/audience_catalog.php?RECORD_KEY%28audience_chosen%29=aud

ience_id&audience_id(audience_chosen)=2 

3. Pensacola Junior College Public Broadcasting: http://wsre.org/OilSpill/teachers-students-kids.asp 

4. NationalGeographic: http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2010/05/100504-science-environment-

gulf-oil-spill-loop-current-florida/ 

5. Oil Spill Academic Task Force Web Site (university level): http://oilspill.fsu.edu/ 

6. Scholastic Books: http://content.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3754187 

7. What Happens When an Oil Spill Occurs (McDougal Littell): 

http://www.classzone.com/books/earth_science/terc/content/investigations/es0703/es0703page01.cfm

?chapter_no=investigation 

8. PBS News Hour Extra: http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/us/jan-june10/oil_04-30.html 

9. PBS news Hour Facts and Figures: http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/oilnumbers.html 

10. NASA Images: http://www.nasa.gov/topics/earth/features/oil-creep.html 

11. NY Times Learning Network Lesson: http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/05/05/the-drill-on-the-spill-

learning-about-the-gulf-oil-leak-in-the-lab/ 

12. Smithsonian Ocean Planet Pollution Solutions Lesson Plans: 

http://smithsonianeducation.org/educators/lesson_plans/ocean/pollution/lesson1/proced.html 

13. Monterrey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Lesson: How would an oil spill affect a marine sanctuary: 

http://montereybay.noaa.gov/educate/teachercurriculum/investigation1.html 

14. Alaskan Oil Spill Curriculum: http://www.pwsrcac.org/outreach/education.html 

15. History of Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council): 

http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/news/weeklynews/mar09/exxonvaldez.html 

16. Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Bibliography (ARLIS): 

http://www.evostc.state.ak.us/Universal/Documents/Publications/EVOS%20Resources%20for%20Teache

rs%20%20Students%203%2016%2009pp.pdf 
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17. NOAA Glossary from “Prince William’s Oily Mess”: 

http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/stories/oilymess/glossary.html 

18. Teacher Resources from NOAA’s “Prince William’s Oily Mess”: 

http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/stories/oilymess/teachers.html#ideas 

19. Items identified by Tallahassee 5
th

 Grade Teacher Jason Flom: 

 This Oil Spill in a Graph from Infrastructurist provides some background & perspective: 
http://www.infrastructurist.com/2010/04/30/the-gulf-of-mexico-oil-spill-shown-in-graph/ 

 NY Times' tracking map, updated  daily: 
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2010/05/01/us/20100501-oil-spill-tracker.html?ref=us 

 NY Times' Graph illustrating the Spill's Effects Underwater: 
http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2010/05/05/us/05ecology_graphic1.html?src=tptw 

 Great Lesson plan on cleaning up oil spills: 
http://www.amsa.gov.au/marine_environment_protection/Educational_resources_and_information
/Teachers/Classroom_Projects/Clean_up_oil_spill_exercise.asp 

 

COMMUNICATING THE OIL SPILL WITH YOUNG STUDENTS 
1. Ranger Rick’s “How to Talk with Kids about the Oil Spill”: http://www.nwf.org/Kids/Ranger-Rick/Parents-

and-Educators/How-To-Talk-With-Kids-Gulf-Oil-Spill.aspx 

 

STUDENT BLOGS 
1. PBS Kids Blog: http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/blog/2010/05/the-gulf-coast-oil-disaster.html 

 

VOLUNTEER/SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES FOR TEACHERS AND STUDENTS 
The following volunteer and service opportunities may be relevant for older youth with parental approval and 

supervision.  

PRE-LANDFALL COASTAL CLEANUPS 

Volunteer Florida: http://www.volunteerfloridadisaster.org/Deepwater/Volunteer_Handout.pdf 

 

STUDENTS AND TEACHERS REPORTING INFORMATION TO AUTHORITIES 

EPA’S NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER 

If you see or smell pollution related to the oil spill contact the Environmental Protection Agency’s National 

Response Center: 1-800-424-8802 

FLORIDA EMERGENCY INFORMATION LINE (FEIL) 
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 State of Florida General Information Hotline: (985) 902 5231 

 The Florida Emergency Information Line (FEIL) will operate from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. until further notice. The 

number for residents to call is: 800-342-3557. 

VOLUNTEER FLORIDA FOUNDATION COAST WATCHERS 

http://www.volunteerfloridadisaster.org/ 

Coast Watchers will work within the coastal communities where they live or visit and commit to do the following: 

 Report injured or oiled animals to the Wildlife Distress Hotline: 1-866-557-1401 

 Report oiled shoreline to: 1-866-448-5816 

 Report a change in Air Quality to: http://www.epa.gov/bpspill/ 

Coast Watchers are not permitted to enter off-limit areas to obtain observations and must not make contact with 

oiled wildlife, vegetation, and beaches due the health concerns associated with contact. Citizens wanting to 

become a Coast Watcher do not require any special training or registration. However, they should be conscious of 

the coastal environment in their community. If a Coast Watcher observes contaminated wildlife, vegetation, 

orshoreline, it should be reported immediately to the numbers above. For up-to-date volunteer opportunities 

regarding the oil spill, visit www.volunteerflorida.org. 
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